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THE   TIMES   HISTORY   OF   THE   WAR.
TRUDGING   THROUGH  THE  SNOW. Last line of Austrian reserves marching to join the advance armies.
Mud " ; the names of the towns and villages scattered along its fringes hint at the presence of midges and different water-fowl. The marshes continue, though over a much narrower belt, between Mikolajow and Zuravno. Between Zuravno and Nizniow the Dniester can be crossed comparatively easily, and this was the one region which would have had to be held if Przemysl was to serve as buckle between the covering lines of the Vistula, the western hills, the San and the Dniester. For below Nizniow the Dniester again forms a good defensive line. The river winds in mighty curves through a canon several hundred feet deep. Its stoop sides are covered with forests; these forests stretch across the broad belt formed by the curve of the river, and also across the lower reaches of its tributaries. The " yary " (canons) of Southern Podolia form the "dead belt" of the lower Dniester.
When Przemysl was first constructed, offensive warfare against Russia was hardly thoiight of by anyone in Austria. In those days the plans were laid for defence. In case of war
with "Russia, everything to the north-east of the San-Dniester lino was to be abandoned, the line of the rivers was to be held in force. The fortress of Cracow in the narrow gate between the Vistula and the mountains was moarit to guard the road to the west; Przemysl, between the two river-wings, was to act as first defence. Moreover, it was to cover the best roads awl easiest passes leading into Hungary (the Uswok, Lupkow and Dukla).
In recent years Austrian strategic pi an a underwent considerable changes. Eastern Galieia was covered with a network of strategic railways, the offensive against Russia between the Vistula and the Bug became the absorbing idea of Austrian strategists. The defensive plan was? practically abandoned. Przcmyfol remained an isolated fortress in these days, when only lines of fortresses can be of real use as supports to field armies. The first Rusbian offensive swept over the Dniester at Halicz and over the San at Jaro^lav. Przemysl was never anything more than an inconvenience to the advancing Btissian army.